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her family while her husband was deployed
overseas. Then, in 1957 she returned to work
as a seamstress until retiring at the age of 62.
In her free time, she enjoyed dancing the
Quadrille, attending Whiss parties at church,
going to the movies, attending clambakes, and
going for long walks.

Today she can be found playing cards and
bingo, doing puzzles, and going on day trips
with friends. Above all, she enjoys spending
time with her growing family. Family is incred-
ibly important to Del, who has 18 grand-
children, 31 great-grandchildren, and four
great-great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Delima
“Del” Genard on this joyous occasion of her
100th birthday. | ask that my colleagues join
me in wishing her many more years of health
and happiness.

———

HONORING THE QUEENS JEWISH
COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 17, 2018

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, to
recognize the 50th anniversary of the Queens
Jewish Community Council (QJCC), an organi-
zation that serves as a non-political, non-par-
tisan body for communication and action for
the residents and organizations of Queens.
Since it opened its doors in January of 1968,
the QJCC has been a tireless advocate, and
dedicated in its service to, the Greater Jewish
community in the borough of Queens.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that thanks in part to
the tremendous efforts and commitment of the
board members’ staff and volunteers led by
Executive Director Cynthia Zalisky and Presi-
dent Michael Nussbaum, the QJCC has truly
established itself as a beacon of chesed in our
local Queens community. Unwavering in its
advocacy, the QJCC continues to fight for
those in need, especially the many families
who are battling hunger and poverty. Each
year more than one-thousand of the Jewish
poor, elderly and homeless turn to the QJCC
for its limitless compassion and support serv-
ices.

The Queens Jewish Community Council has
not only cultivated a reputation for investing in
its community, but also for being able to pro-
vide social services to those in need to im-
prove their quality of life regardless of race,
creed, age, religion, color, disability, national
origin, sex or marital status. Responding to the
needs of its community, QJCC provides immi-
grant services, kosher meals-on-wheels, a
food pantry, medical insurance facilitation, do-
mestic violence counseling, and much more.
Through this multitude of top-notch program-
ming focusing on the economic, social and
cultural well-being of the Jewish Community,
the QJCC has established itself as a leading
voice for its local constituency.

| am proud to stand to commemorate the
Queens Jewish Community Council’s 50th an-
niversary. | look forward to seeing what the fu-
ture will bring for this trailblazing organization.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the 83rd anniversary of the
passage of the landmark Social Security Act
of 1935, the most famous of the New Deal
measures and perhaps the most beneficial
and consequential government program in
American history.

On August 14, 1935, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt signed into law the Social
Security Act of 1935 and made good on the
Democratic Party’s commitment to provide in-
come security to Americans in their old age.

Social Security has transformed what it
means to grow old in this country.

For 83 years, Social Security has rep-
resented a bedrock promise to the American
people: that a lifetime of work will be rewarded
with the peace of mind, certainty, and sense
of security of a stable retirement.

As we celebrate the 83rd anniversary of the
Social Security Act of 1935, we should reflect
also on the real-life transformative impact
America’s most successful program continues
to have on millions of Americans each year.

Social Security has been a stable and se-
cure source of income for millions of seniors
and families, many of whom desperately need
it, over these last more than seven decades.

In the 18th Congressional District of Texas,
Social Security is the primary economic lifeline
for more than 91,000 seniors and disabled
persons. Social Security’s economic impact
also goes well beyond the seniors and families
receiving benefits.

It also benefits state economies and local
businesses all across the country.

In the 18th Congressional District of Texas,
Social Security recipients inject more than $97
million into the local economy annually; nation-
wide, this figures is $775 billion.

When more than 58 million Americans use
the purchasing power of those benefits, they
are supporting businesses with dollars they
would not have without Social Security.

It is shameful that there are congressional
Republicans who continue to promote various
plans to privatize or partially privatize Social
Security—plans that would rob seniors of the
economic security they count on.

Over the last 83 years, House Democrats
have protected and strengthened Social Secu-
rity; and now and in the future, House Demo-
crats will always act to preserve Social Secu-
rity and safeguard the rights of our nation’s
seniors.

And as we look to the future, we can cele-
brate that what was put in place in 1935 with
the Social Security Act of 1935 has given us
the foundation for a secure and prosperous fu-
ture for all Americans.

August 17, 2018
RUSSIA STILL OCCUPIES GEOR-

GIAN TERRITORY 10 YEARS
LATER
HON. TED POE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, August 17, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 10 years
ago, Russian tanks rolled across the border
into the independent nation of Georgia. | was
there and saw the little green men with my
own eyes. After five days of bloody fighting,
with thousands of innocent Georgians dis-
placed from their homes, the conflict ended
with a pledge by Russia to pull back its forces.

Ten years later, however, Moscow’s troops
remain on Georgian territory, occupying a third
of the country. The Kremlin claims these Rus-
sian troops in Georgia are just noble peace-
keepers, but this is a bold-faced lie. They are
a heavily armed battle-group waiting to pro-
voke tiny Georgia into another fight. They rou-
tinely engage in “creeping occupation,” slowly
taking more and more territory by moving the
border line in the dark of night. They have
committed horrific  human rights abuses
against the Georgian people, often harassing
civilians and denying Georgians the ability to
move about their country freely. The continued
presence of Russian troops on Georgian soil
presents a major violation of international law,
setting a precedent for other rogue regimes to
follow.

America’s response at the time was con-
demnation and sanctions but this proved insuf-
ficient to fully deter future aggression. Only
years later, the Obama administration re-
moved the punishing sanctions against Russia
as part of its foolish “reset” with the Kremlin.
We now know this demonstration of weakness
only encouraged further aggression from Rus-
sia, with it again invading a neighboring state
in 2014. This time, it seized and annexed Cri-
mea from Ukraine, another independent sov-
ereign state that Russia had sworn to respect.

After 10 years of illegal occupation of Geor-
gian territory, we need to do more to help our
Georgian friends resist the Russian bear. Fol-
lowing the collapse of the Soviet Union, Geor-
gia emerged as a beacon of hope in a region
full of turmoil and corruption. This is exactly
why Russia invaded. Russia hoped to break
this beacon of hope 10 years ago, but Georgia
has remained defiant. We must be defiant with
our friends to prevent further acts of aggres-
sion and hopefully begin to reverse Moscow’s
deadly expansionism.

As co-chair of the Congressional Georgia
Caucus, | have long seen that major
vulnerabilities remain that Russia could ex-
ploit. While military cooperation and training
has improved significantly, Georgia still lacks
the technology and resources to realistically
deter and defend itself from future Russian ag-
gression. Georgia is a small country, with a
GDP around $14 billion. It cannot afford to
compete with the might of the Russian military
alone. That is why | have introduced H.R.
6219, the Georgia Support Act, with my Geor-
gia Caucus co-chair, Rep. CONNOLLY. Through
this important bill, we hope to significantly en-
hance Georgia’s ability to combat and deter
Moscow’s wicked activities.

Putin must be shown that his dream of re-
building the Soviet Empire is impossible. And
we must show our freedom loving friends
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